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As i stand in Sinazeze a small, humble town nestled in Zambia’s Sinazongwe District. I 

reflect on how deeply climate change has reshaped our landscape, our livelihoods, and 

our way of life. Once adorned with lush forests teeming with wildlife, our environment 

has been steadily stripped bare by mining operations, charcoal production, and boat 

crafting. The aftermath is clear: deforestation, vanishing habitats, and an ecosystem 

struggling to survive. 

A Sense of Urgency 

Witnessing these changes firsthand ignited a deep sense of urgency in me. I could no 

longer stand by. Through the Kaluli Development Foundation, a grassroots 

organization devoted to sustainable development in Sinazongwe, i launched an 

initiative to establish 5,000 tree nurseries. 

 
We planted not only shade-giving trees but also fruit-bearing ones like mango, guava, 

papaya, lemon, orange, and avocado. These young trees were distributed freely to 

Clinics, Hospitals, Schools, and Community spaces each one a small but vital step 

toward regeneration. But this wasn’t just about planting trees; we were planting 

awareness, too. We taught our community about the crucial role forests play in 

combating climate change. 

 
At the Kaluli Development Foundation Youth Center, we planted around 200 fruit 

trees. Each child was given a tree to care for an effort to instill a sense of ownership, 

responsibility, and pride in protecting the environment. 

The Drought Crisis 

In 2024, Zambia was struck by one of the worst droughts in more than four decades. 

Over 9 million people across 84 districts were affected. Crops withered, livestock 

perished, and poverty deepened. In the Southern Province, the crisis hit particularly 

hard. Families were pushed to the brink as food and water became increasingly scarce. 

The government’s emergency appeal made one thing clear: humanitarian intervention 

was urgently needed. 

 

 

 



Climate Change in Our Backyard 

For us, the impact of climate change isn’t abstract—it’s personal. Our community faces 

mounting challenges every day: 

 

• Food Insecurity: Failed harvests and dwindling livestock have led to 

alarming food shortages. Water Scarcity: As water sources dry up, 

women and children must travel longer distances under harsher 

conditions. 

• Biodiversity Loss: Rampant deforestation has destroyed natural 

habitats, leading to a sharp decline in native birds and animals. 

A Call to Action 

Despite the adversity, i remain hopeful and determined. Our efforts continue. With 

every tree we plant and every lesson we share, we move closer to a more sustainable 

future. I believe in the power of collective action. Together, we can: 

 
• Restore natural habitats and revive essential ecosystems. 

• Build resilient communities capable of withstanding climate shocks. 

• Encourage sustainable livelihoods through climate-smart 

agriculture and forest stewardship. 

United for a Greener Tomorrow 

Zambia’s fight against climate change cannot be won in isolation. Initiatives like the 

Kaluli Development Foundation’s tree-planting project need support both local and 

global. We must: 

 
• Champion sustainable development by empowering communities with 

tools and knowledge. 

• Protect the vulnerable by advocating for those most affected and 

amplifying their voices. 

• Inspire collective action by fostering a culture of community engagement 

and environmental responsibility. 

A Future Worth Fighting For 

Reflecting on this journey, I’ve come to understand that climate change is not just an 

environmental issue it’s a human one. It’s about people. About families trying to grow 

food, fetch water, and raise their children in dignity. It’s about the kind of future we 

want to leave behind. 

 
By planting seeds of hope both literally and figuratively we are laying the foundation 

for a greener, more resilient Zambia. Let us nurture these seeds with care, water them 

with education and action, and watch them grow into forests of sustainability and 

strength. 

 Together, we can make a difference. Let us rise as caretakers of our land, protectors of  

 our future, and champions of a sustainable Zambia 
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